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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to the applicant filed on 1 5 November 1 999. 

2. Claims 1 -43 are presented for examination. 



3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the "DCE" does NOT mean 
the "Distributed Computer System". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the "DCE" does 
NOT mean the "Distributed Computer System". Appropriate correction is required. 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 1-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lawson et al. Patent no. (US 5,721,825) in view of Boukobza et al. patent no. (US 



Specification 



Claim Rejections 



35 use § 103 



6,122,664). 
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7. As to claim 1, Lawson, System And Method For Global Event Notification And 
Delivery In A Distributed Computing Environment, discloses in a distributed computer 
system (DCE) that provides event globalizing of at least one event at one server in said 
DCE to other servers within said DCE, a method of maintaining a record of specific 
event activity over said DCE comprising: 

storing a global event repository comprising a list of events and a corresponding 
list of servers in order to identify which of said servers should receive which events 
(Lawson, col. 4, lines 45-53): 

storing a local event registry comprising a list of events and a corresponding list 
of local event consumers in order to identify which of said local event consumers should 
receive which events (Lawson, col. 4, lines 45-53); However, Lawson does not explicitly 
discloses identifying specific events within the list of events to be monitored for a 
specific purpose; Thus, the artisan would have been motivated to look into the related 
networking art for potential method and apparatus for implementing network monitoring 
process. 

In the same field of endeavor, Boukobza, related Process For Monitoring A Plurality Of 
Type Of A Plurality Of Nodes From A Management Node In A Data Processing System 
By Distributing Configured Agents, discloses in an analogue art (i.e., network 
monitoring), each specific module, SM1, SM2,...,SMn, documents its predefined part by 
offering default lists for the selection of parameters to be measured... Dur/ng the 
configuration of the monitoring, the user of the management node describes the objects 
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to be monitored. . . and specifies modifications relative to the default choice of the 
specific modules (Boukobza, col. 5, lines 47-67; col. 6, lines 1-15). 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was nnade to have incorporated of the teachings of Boukobza of 
the nnonitoring configurations with the teachings of Lawson, for the purpose of 
effectively nnonitoring the operation of one or more applications in a plurality of nodes 
(Boukobza, col. 2, lines 11-20), Boukobza also suggests that the process makes it 
possible to significantly reduce the traffic on the line and the reaction time when events 
occur (Boukobza, col. 2, line 11-20), 

Lawson-Boukobza discloses, monitoring said specific events as they occur over 
said DCE (Boukobza, once the monitoring is configured, it can be activated (col. 6, lines 
15-20))] and 

Lawson-Boukobza discloses notifying a specific local event consumer of the 
occurrence of said specific events (Boukobza, to display the status of an object or the 
curve of a parameter or to notify the administrator (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 21-28)] and 

Lawson-Boukobza discloses recording a log of event activity involving only said 
specific events {Boukobza, collecting (in the management node) the log files SL of the 
parameters as well as the log files of the actions of each node monitored (Boukobza, 
col. 6, lines 36-42)), 

8. As to claim 2, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, further comprising the step of storing 
filtering criteria that is used to filter specific events that occur so that only notification of 
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events meeting the stored filtering criteria is sent (Lawson, col. 5, lines 26-65; 
Boukobza, Abstract; coi2, lines 13-38; col. 3, lines 40-59). 

9. As to clainn 3, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein said stored filtering criteria 
specifies at least one event consunner and the filtering criteria associated with the at 
least one event consunner (Lawson, col. 5, lines 26-65; Boukobza, Abstract; coL2, lines 
13-38; col. 3, lines 40-59), 

10. As to clainn 4, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein said global event registry is 
accessible to a plurality of servers so that each of said plurality of servers can access 
the list of events and the corresponding list of servers stored in said global event 
registry (Boukobza^ by downloading the configuration file, for example, the autonomous 
agents are installed via the interface IWMN (of the node N1) with the management node 
MN, in the nodes to be monitored from the MN, col. 4, lines 35-67; col. 5, 1-18), 

11. As to clainn 5, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein said global event registry is 
distributed across a plurality of servers and wherein said plurality of servers can access 
said global event registry to retrieve desired information therefrom (Boukobza, col. 4, 
lines 35-67; col. 5, 1-18), 

12. As to claim 6, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, further comprising the step of 
registering for an event by placing an entry into at least one of said global event registry 
or said local event-registry, said entry comprising a server and a corresponding event if 
said-envy is placed in said global event registry and said entry comprising a local event 
consumer and a corresponding event if said entry is placed in said local event registry 
(Lawson, col. 10, lines 1-67; Boukobza, col. 5, lines 19-62), 
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13. As to claim 7, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, further comprising the step of 
creating a new event type by placing an entry into at feast one of said global event 
registry or said local event registry, said entry comprising a server and a corresponding 
new event type if said entry as placed in said global event registry and said entry 
comprising a local event consumer and a corresponding new event type if said entry is 
placed in said local event registry (Lawson, col. 10, lines 1-67; Boukobza, col. 5, lines 
19-62). 

14. As to claim 8, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein the notifying step further 
comprises notifying a system administrator of the specific event (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 
21-28). 

15. As to claim 9, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein the recording step 
comprises recording information regarding the specific events (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 
36-42), 

16. As to claim 10, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein the recorded information is 
selected from the list comprising: time of occurrence, event source type, setting name, 
event name, class name, perpetrator, originating server, attribute name, attribute value 
(Lawson, col. 5, lines 47-62). 

1 7. As to claim 1 1 Lawson-Boukobza discloses, in a distributed computer system 
(DCS) that provides-event globalizing of at least one event at one server in said DCS to 
other-servers -within said DCS, a method of maintaining a record of specific event 
activity over said DCS comprising: 
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storing a global event repository comprising a list of events and a corresponding 
list of servers in order to identify which of said servers should receive which events 
(Lawson, col. 4, lines 45-53)] 

storing a local event registry comprising a list of events and a corresponding list 
of local event consumers in order to identify which of said local event consumers should 
receive which events (Lawson, col. 4, lines 45-53); 

identifying specific events within the list of events to be monitored for a specific 
purpose (Boukobza, col. 5, lines 47-67; col. 6, lines 1-15)\ 

monitoring said specific events as they occur over said DCS (Boukobza, once 
the monitoring is configured, it can be activated (coL 6, lines 15-20))\ 

automatically updating the local event registry based upon authorized changes to 
a given event or local event consumer (Boukobza, the updating of the list of the nodes 
in which an autonomous agent is installed is done automatically by the management 
node (col. 4, lines 35-67; col. 5, lines 1-18)] 

notifying a specific local event consumer of the occurrence of said specific 
events (Boukobza, to display the status of an object or the curve of a parameter or to 
notify the administrator (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 21-28))] and 

recording a log of event activity involving only said specific events (Boukobza, 
collecting (in the management node) the log files SL of the parameters as well as the 
log files of the actions of each node monitored (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 36-42)). 
1 8. Claims 1 2-1 5 are the corresponding method claims of claims 2-5; therefore, they 
are rejected under the same rationale. 
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19. As to claim 16, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein said notifying step further 
comprises evaluating a set of rules to determine the specific event consumer to notify 
(Boukobza, coL 3, lines 40-67; col, 4, lines 1-22; col. 5, lines 63-67; col. 6, lines 1-15). 

20. As to claim 17, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein said notifying step further 
comprises filtering said specific went to match said specific event to an appropriate 
event consumer (Boukobza, one of the basic function BF requesting the value will 
transfer this request to the management node, which will then direct to the appropriate 
node (Boukobza, coL 5, lines 19-67; col. 6, lines 1-15). 

21 . Claims 1 8-20 are substantially the same as claims 8-10; therefore they are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

22. As to claim 21 , Lawson-Boukobza discloses in a distributed computer system 
(DCS) that provides event globalizing of at least one event at one server in said DCS to 
other servers within said DCS, a method of maintaining a record of specific event 
activity-over said DCS comprising: 

storing a global event repository comprising a list of events and a corresponding 
list of servers in order to identify which of said servers should receive which events 
(Lawson, col. 4, lines 45-53)\ 

storing a local event registry comprising a list of events and a corresponding list 
of local event consumers in order to identify which of said local event consumers should 
receive which events (Lawson, col. 4, lines 45-53)\ 

identifying specific events within the fist of events to be monitored for a specific 
purpose (Boukobza, col. 5, lines 47-67; col. 6, lines 1-15); 
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monitoring said specific events as they occur over-said DCS (Boukobza, once 
the monitoring is configured, it can be activated (col. 6, lines 15-20)): 

automatically updating the local event registry based upon authorized changes to 
a given event or local event consumer (Boukobza, the updating of the list of the nodes 
in which an autonomous agent is installed is done automatically by the management 
node (coL 4, lines 35-67; col. 5, lines 1-1 8)\ 

notifying a specific local event consumer of the occurrence of said specific 
events (Boukobza, to display the status of an object or the curve of a parameter or to 
notify the administrator (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 21-28)); 

revoking a specific event that is not authorized (Boukobza, "paramjdent" is the 
identifier of the parameter. For the parameters predefined by the specific modules, 
"paramjdent" is a described keyword: the user can modify certain attributes of this 
predefined parameter (period, "trace", display, the condition) or suppress it but he can 
not change the command, col. 9, lines 10-19)] and 

recording a log of event activity involving only said specific events (Boukobza, 
collecting (in the management node) the log files SL of the parameters as well as the 
log files of the actions of each node monitored (Boukobza, col. 6, lines 36-42)), 

23. Claims 22-30 are substantially the same as claims 12-20; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

24. Claim 31 recites a system corresponding to the method of operations of claim 1 . 
The system claimed is obvious in that it simply follows the logical implementation of the 
method indicated in the referenced claims to perform each of the logical steps of 
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managing network nnonitoring method that results from the combination of the 
references discussed above regarding the claims to the method of operations. Thus, the 
system described in claim 31 would have been obvious in view of the elements provided 
in the combination of the references, which correspond to the steps in the method for 
the same reasons discussed above regarding claim 1 . 

25. Claims 32-40 are substantially the same as claims 22-30; therefore they are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

26. As to claim 41 , Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein the global event services 
controller updates the local event registry based upon authorized changes to a given 
event or local event consumer (Boukobza, the updating of the list of the nodes in which 
an autonomous agent is installed is done automatically by the management node (col. 
4, lines 35-67; col. 5, lines 1-18): 

27. As to claim 42, Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein the data event controller 
revokes a specific event that is not authorized (Boukobza, "paramjdent" is the identifier 
of the parameter. For the parameters predefined by the specific modules, "paramjdent" 
is a described keyword: the user can modify certain attributes of this predefined 
parameter (period, "trace", display, the condition) or suppress it but he can not change 
the command, col. 9, lines 10-19). 

28. As to claim 43. Lawson-Boukobza discloses, wherein each event consumer 
utilizes the set of rules to determine what action to take (Boukobza, col. 27, lines 38-67; 
col. 28, lines 1-31). 
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29. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Powell can be reached on 703-305-9703. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7240. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



3800/4700 



KENNETH R. COULTER 




Hai V. Nguyen 
HN 
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